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2019 OTO Winners: (from left to right) Brandon Thomas, Matthew Connolly, 
Natalia Vera, and Nasir Browne.

A  D I S A B I L I T Y,  O R  A N Y  I S S U E  A F F E C T I N G 
A  C H I L D ’ S  E D U C AT I O N ,  I S  A N 
O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  I N N O VAT I O N .

That’s the approach we take in our advocacy. We dream 
big, believing that every child can overcome the odds given 
the right support. 

That’s also the reason we started the Overcoming the Odds 
(OTO) Awards in 1996 - to highlight and honor youth who 
have overcome the odds, making school a priority despite 
signifi cant obstacles. Since the awards were started to honor 
youth, rather than focus on our service, we accept nominations 
from any Westchester school.  

Next year will be the 25th OTO Awards ceremony, bringing 
the total number of winners to 100! 

KIDS CAN OVERCOME 
THE ODDS



Dear Friends,

Our hope is to create that light at the end of the tunnel for every child struggling in school. Our track 
record proves this is possible. After our advocates secure the right opportunities at school, 86% of 
parents report signifi cant improvement for their child within just a few months. That means better 
attendance, better grades, fewer disciplinary problems and a better attitude towards school.Our challenge is to grow to meet the extraordinary demand for our service so that no child is left 
in the dark.

Thank you for sharing this stupendous dream. Together, we ensure their education. Together, we enhance their lives. Together we can!
Thank you,  

          
          Jill Bernstein,         Lisa Syron,          President         Executive Director

B O A R D  O F 
D I R E C T O R S
Jill Bernstein, President
Linda Wetchler, Vice President
Diane Hirschberg, Treasurer
Tim Adler
Rachel Berkey
Karen Blumenthal
Carole Chaimowitz
Gail Dobosh
Barbara Ebenstein, Esq.
Judd Henry, Esq.
Carolyn L. Kay
Jeanne Kennedy
Barbara Kutcher, Psy.D.
Avra Mark*
Debbie Palmer, DO
Andrea Potash, Esq.*
Elana Rothschild
Cora Rust
William L. Schecter, Esq.
Allison Stahl, Esq.
  *Emerita

P E O P L E  T O L D  M E  “ O H ,  T H E R E ’ S  LIGHT A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E 
T U N N E L ’  W H E N  R E A L L Y  I ’ M  J U S T  S I C K  O F  T H E  D A R N  T U N N E L . 

A N D  L E T  M E  J U S T  S A Y ,  T H A T  T U N N E L  I S  A N  U N F O R G I V I N G , 
R U T H L E S S  P L A C E  T O  B E .  B U T  W I T H  T H E  H E L P  A N D  G U I D A N C E 

O F  M A N Y  P E O P L E ,  I  W A S  A B L E  T O  M A K E  A  P A T H  T O  F I N D  T H A T

L I G H T ,  A N D  IT’S A STUPENDOUS THING.”
                 -Matthew Connolly, client and 2019 OTO winner

THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL

          



Bright

Curious



FROM HIDING UNDER THE DESK 
TO APPLYING FOR COLLEGE . . .
When Isaiah fi rst came to Student Advocacy, school regularly 
overwhelmed him. Though bright and curious, Isaiah’s autism led him to 
experience sensory overload in the classroom. Often, he would be in so much 
pain he would hide under his desk and cover his ears to escape. 

Advocate Maria Suchy-Kozak worked hard to get Isaiah into a learning 
environment where therapeutic support and a calm atmosphere would 
allow him to feel comfortable enough to focus on learning. Over the next 
several years, Maria educated both Isaiah and his mother about the kinds 
of accommodations available to help him thrive in school.

Now a high school senior, Isaiah is passionate about school and can’t wait 
for college. Instead of hiding beneath his desk, he is among the most successful 
students in his grade. Isaiah’s needs may change in college, but Maria’s steady 
guidance has ensured that no matter where he goes in life, Isaiah has the skills 
he needs to advocate for himself and his education.

Isaiah

*All Client stories presented in this report are true. Names, images and other identifying information
 have been changed to uphold our promise for confi dential services.



CAN’T I GO TO SCHOOL 
WITH MY FRIENDS?
When asked to describe Mateo, teachers and school staff regularly 
offered high praise – he’s sweet, friendly, energetic, and inquisitive. Still, Mateo 
was like a small tornado in the classroom. Consequently, at only six years old, 
he had many unoffi cial suspensions. Eventually, Mateo’s mom was told he could 
no longer come to school. Instead, he would receive Home Instruction which 
amounts to a tutor for an hour each day.

A sociable child who loved spending time with his cousins and neighborhood 
friends, Mateo needed a program that could attend to his individual needs without 
isolating him. On top of his multiple learning disabilities, Mateo spoke Spanish 
almost exclusively, and his school district simply didn’t know how to help him. When 
Attorney and Education Advocate Judi Callan fi rst started working with him, she was 
determined to get Mateo back into school with the help he needed.

She successfully advocated for him to have a one-on-one classroom aide who 
speaks Spanish, to give him all the individualized help he needed, while keeping 
him in a class where he could interact with other children. Mateo loves his new 
school and his mother reports phenomenal progress, remarking that he is practically 
a new kid. Now excited and eager to learn, Mateo’s friendly and personable 
nature is able to shine.

Mateo



Friendly 

Inquisitive

Energetic



Very bright

Independent



WILL HE EVER GET THE 
HELP HE NEEDS?
Malcolm succeeded in elementary school because he is very bright; in 
addition, his mom worked with him every day and had him tutored multiple times 
each week. Nevertheless, Malcolm was still struggling to read even the simplest 
sentences. His teachers suspected a learning disability – in fact, they reported 
that he needed more support than they could provide. His mother tried to get 
Malcolm’s disability formally recognized so that he could begin to receive support 
and accommodations, but the school district failed to respond. Knowing how 
vital interventions were to help her son learn, yet blocked by the school district at 
every turn, Malcolm’s mother turned to Student Advocacy. Attorney and Education 
Advocate Meryl Rosenblatt brought Malcolm’s case to the State Education 
Department and secured the needed evaluations so that his disability could be 
properly diagnosed before the end of the summer, the fi rst critical step to securing 
needed school services in the new school year.

Now in a seventh grade program that addresses his learning disabilities, 
Malcolm’s school performance is improving exponentially – he’s reading much 
more independently, a skill that seemed out of reach just a year ago. What’s more, 
his mother reports that Malcolm’s attitude towards school and his self-esteem have 
also improved. Mom writes, “I’m so happy that he is fi nally getting what he needs 
academically. You did a great job—thumbs up!”

Malcolm



HER TWIN SISTER WILL 
GRADUATE; CAN LEXIE?
When you look at Lexie and her twin sister, you can see that they 
are best friends. The siblings love to spend time together, and if Lexie could 
choose, she would do everything by her sister’s side. However, this is often 
impossible. While her twin can learn and function without a problem, Lexie suffers 
from a seizure disorder that impacts every part of her life. Lexie’s medication 
often made her drowsy in class, so she struggled to recall and process what she 
was taught. Her loving family did everything they could to support her. Still, it 
was hard for Lexie to face these obstacles while watching her sister succeed. 
More than anything, Lexie feared that her academic struggles would prevent her 
from graduating with her twin, a dream that was beginning to feel impossible.                                                                                                                                      

Desperate to graduate on time, but told it wasn’t possible, Lexie and her family 
called Student Advocacy. Legal Director Stefanie Shabman knew what it would take 
for Lexie to accomplish her goal. She already had a full understanding of recent 
changes in the requirements for a N.Y.S. high school diploma, which school district 
staff were just beginning to digest. Stefanie brought the new diploma rules to the 
attention of the Superintendent and reviewed how they applied to Lexie’s situation. 
Following the path that Stefanie successfully negotiated, Lexie was able to complete 
the needed classes and exams and graduate from high school alongside her sister.

Lexie



Loving 

Fearless



of our families report that their 
child is already doing much better 

in school, citing better academic progress, fewer disciplinary 
problems, better attendance and a better attitude towards school.

EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY

A child 
struggles
in school

Families ask 
for our help Attorneys

& Education 
Advocates 

investigate to 
discover strengths

& challenges.

We positively 
reframe the 
issues for 

parents, child 
& school staff. We advocate 

based on facts 
& the child’s

rights.

We obtain 
school services 
tailored to the 
child’s needs.

JUST THREE
MONTHS
LATER... 

School
becomes a

positive place 
for the child to 
grow & learn.



1,669 parents or professionals 
tapped into our knowledge and 
expertise through one-on-one 
technical assistance, live training, 
webinars, and our information 
services. Result: 81% of youth are 
now on track to school success.

1,420 students benefitted 
from our work reforming school 
policies and practices that 
reduced suspension rates and 
our OTO awards program which 
highlights the value of investing 
in services for at-risk children 
and youth. 

REPRESENT
CHILDREN  
& FAMILIES 

EMPOWER
PARENTS &  
PROFESSIONALS

REFORM
SCHOOL
POLICIES

525 children and families 
were represented by attorneys 
and educational advocates at 
special education meetings, 
disciplinary hearings, school 
meetings and negotiations relat-
ed to transportation or school 
registration. Result: 86% of youth 
served are more engaged in 
school, improving academically 
and on route to graduation.



The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Beth and David E. Shaw
Mia and Sheldon Solow
The Philip and Lynn Straus Foundation
Westchester County Youth Bureau

LEADERS FOR LEARNING 
$9,999-$5,000
Lucille and Rob Accetta
Pamela and Richard Ader
Karen and David Blumenthal
John Calicchio
Children’s Village
Gail and Larry Dobosh
Linda and Jonathan Flaxer

Eric J. Gleacher
Diane and Razy Hirschberg
Jeanne Kennedy
Ruth and Sidney Lapidus
Deb Larkin
Judy and Leonard Lauder Fund
Ilda and Charles Lee
Mayer Brown
Sandy and Edward Meyer
The Pelz Foundation
Andrea and Andrew Potash
RF Investments

3,614 CHILDREN 

BENEFITTED FROM 

OUR 2018-2019 

SERVICES!

THE OVERWHELMING SUCCESS REPORTED HERE 
BELONGS TO THE MANY DONORS WHO BELIEVE 
IN CHILDREN. THANK YOU FOR SHINING A LIGHT 
FOR CHILDREN.

WE ARE DEEPLY GRATEFUL!

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN   
$10,000 +
Eugenia and David Ames
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Berman
Jill and Rob Bernstein
Israel Englander
Impact 100 Westchester
Jandon Foundation
Loretta and Victor Kaufman
Carol Kekst
M.J. and Caral G. Lebworth Foundation
Arlene and Reuben Mark
Robert Menschel
Lucy and Steven Oppenheim
OPWDD



Elana and Peter Rothschild
Ann and Andrew Tisch
Nancy Travers
Joan Weill
Westchester Building Futures
Linda and Benjamin Wetchler

FRIENDS OF FAMILIES  
$4,999-$3,500 
Carole and Ron Chaimowitz
Blumenthal Cornell Internship
Family Services of Westchester
The Hammerman and Fisch Foundation
Jayne Lipman and Bob Goodman
Debbie Palmer and Sergio Biagioni
Ray Roberge and George Barvinchak
Jane and James Stern

SUPPORTERS OF STUDENTS  
$3,499-$1,500
Richard Abbe
Nancy and Howard Adler
Linda and Jim Austrian

Renee and Robert Belfer
Elyse and Lawrence Benenson
Frances and Frederick Benenson
Rachel and David Berkey
Barbara and Edward Berman
Betsy and Nathaniel Bohrer
Adrianne and Philip Bonifacio
Leslie Cecil and J. Creighton Michael
William Cox
Joan and Barrie Damson
Janice and Charlie Feldman
Elaine Gantz
Susan and Adam Gilbert
Janet and Jerry Gutterman
William Handelman
Jane and Robert Harrison
Iris and Judd Henry
Marina P. and Stephen E. Kaufman
Carolyn and Bill Kay
Toni and Warren Kissin
Nancy and Jeffrey Lane
Joann Lang
Levitt-Fuirst Associates LTD

Tara and Victor Menezes
Bethany Menzies
Amy Minnick and Roy Lapidus 
JoAnn and Steve Month
Carol and David Morse
Iris and Andy Morse
Gerry and Caroline Murray
Joan and Lucio Noto
Janet and Kenny Nova
PCSB Bank

White
167

Black 271

Hispanic
224

Asian 3Multiple Races 83

Native 
American 1

Our Clients are Diverse



Joanne Ruckel and William Potter
Silverman Realty Group Inc.
Ann and Richard Solomon
Allison and Kevin Stahl
Miriam and Howard Stern
Sally Strauss and Andy Tomback
Maria Suchy-Kozak and Roman Kozak

Nicki and Harold Tanner
Stephanie and Ernie Wechsler
Lindsey Willis

Barbara Winslow
Grace and Ed Zecchin 

SPONSORS   
$1,499-$1,000
Julie and Leo Abbe
Ellen and Stanley Adler
David Alpert
Gerry and Hank Alpert
Patricia Becker
The Abbe Berman Foundation
Debbie and David Berman
Emma Bernstein
Kate and Jed Bonnem
Jennifer and Bruce Brovendes
Betsy Cohn
Pete Connolly
Susan and James Dubin
Daniel Ebenstein
Rebecca and Martin Eisenberg
Martha and John Farris
Ellen and Moshe Gelboim
Debra Goldfarb and Michael Fishman

Jessica and Brian Goldman
Yvette and Larry Gralla
Jennifer and Bud Gruenberg
Lindsey and Gabe Hakim
Leslie Hendel
Hickrill Foundation
Elizabeth and Steven Hirsch
Scott Kleiner
Lois Kroll
Leah Lenney
Marylin and Arthur Levitt
Elfriede Lewnowski
Mona and Tom Longman
Francie and Mark Malina
Karen and Rob Millman
Joan and Joel Picket
Dennis Poster
Eugenie Rosenthal
Barbara and Ted Rosenzweig
Carol Rothschild
Phyllis and Ivan Seidenberg
Anna Marie and Robert F. Shapiro
Kate J. Solomon 

2X More Requests  
for Sons

569  
Boys

252  
Girls

*2 Transgender



Alana and Michael Steinberg
Richard and Lesley Stern
Kim and David Wagman
Emily and Daniel Waldman
Bill Wieting
Carol and Lawrence Zicklin

PATRONS
$999-$300
Advanced Business Services
Nina Appel
Diana and Henry Asher
Marcia and Nathan Assor
Lorraine Atkins
Janice and Louis Bader
Mike Bauer
Jane Becker and Tim Adler
Rosemary Berkery and Robert Hausen
Jane and Henry Berliss
Audrey Bernstein
Lori and Brett Bernstein
Marian and David Bicks
Jill Blumenthal

Michael Blumenthal and Hayley Waters
Renee Blumenthal
Ellen and William Blumstein
Michael Blumstein
Carly Bluth
Rose Bonnano
Michele Braun
Gerry and Barry Brause
Nancy and Stephen Brenner
Leslie Brill
Zoe and Michael Cantor
Linda and Arthur Carter
Jodi and Ryan Cascade
Libby and Richard Cohen
Lisa and Steve Cohen
Sheila and Irwin Cohen
Ellie and Edgar M. Cullman, Jr.
Louise Hirschfeld Cullman
Jack Dodick
Barbara J. Ebenstein
Audrey and Jeff Elliott
Orli Etingin and Jon Silver
Caroline and Scott Fairchild

Tina and Raymond Falci
Lizabeth Fiedler
Isabel and Jonathan Finegold
Susan and Stephen Flaxman
Myrna Forney and Michael P. Boatman
The Framing Corner
Judi Friedman and Ron Goldstock
Sunny and Bradley Goldberg
Robert and Sandie Greene
Wendy Grossman
Nina Gustin
Ros and Stan Hack
Carol Hayles
Carol Henry
Jody and Emil Henry
Sharon and Kevin Higgins
Carin Horowitz
Barbara and Lawrence Inra
Rita Jirak and Jacqui Aquilino-Jirak
Judy and Howard Kaplan
Debbie Karp
Mitchell Katz
Nancy Kemeny and Dan Libby



Barbara and Steve Kessler
Gail Kittenplan
Penney and Gerry Klingman
Lois Kohn-Claar
Deena and Ben Kur
Barbara and Howard Kutcher
Allison Lake
Laura and Roger Lavan 
Barbara and Arnold Lederman
Carol and Ira Lederman
Tatiana Leltchouk
Marianne and Lawrence Levin
Genette and Bruce Lieb
Wendy and Richard Lubkin
Catherine Maas
Marie and John Magliano
Elias Mamberg
Nancy and Lawrence Marcus
Marjorie and Paul Margolis
Helen and Charles Marino
Avra Mark
Cookie and Harris Markhoff
Amy Mashberg

Robert and Carla Masters
Brenda McGowan and 
 Elaine Walsh
Cora Miles
Mary Moriarty
Maureen and Dennis Mourry
Deadra Nadel
Jean Pollak
Ivie and Bruce Rader
Sue and Lewis Rapaport
Amyjane Rettew and Thomas Mark
Arlene Richards
Najia Rohlf
Charles Rose
Edith Rosenbaum
Carol and Sandy Ross
Laurie and Eric Roth
Gary Rothman
Debbie and Jeff Rothschild
Helen and Richard Rubin
Marlene and Don Rudnick
Cora Rust
Jonathan Rust

Why do families 
ask for help?

Inadequate 
Disability 

Services 566

Disciplinary 
Problem 70

Suspected
Disability 67

Academic
Supports

Needed 59

Can’t Access 
School 32

School Climate 
Problem17

Other 12



Jodi and Daniel Ruzumna
Evelyn and Andy Sadler
Jane Salmon and Jerry Gliklich
Conrad Scharf
Aileen and Bill Schecter
Dawn Ivy Schindelman
Natalie and Erik Schreter
Jackie and Robert Shapiro
Karen and Sam Shaulson
William Shmerler
Jean Singer and Jonathan Wetchler
Suellen and Howard Singer
Emily and Michael Sobol
Daisy Soros
Randy Stevens and David Henkoff
Susan and Andy Stillman
Pamela and John Stockton
Abbey Straus
Elisa Strauss and Mark Ricks
Nancy and Jim Stricker
Elizabeth and Mayo Stuntz
Lynne Tarnopol
Sabrina Toback

Keri and Andrew Topkins
Eileen Vass and Robert Blumenthal
Karen and Diodato Villamena
Donna Vitale and Tom Ruskin
Adrienne and David Vogel
Chester and Madeline Vogel
Marion Walsh
Liza and Greg Wang
Merrill Wasserman and Joe Serling
Joan and Carl Weber
Susan and Bob Wei
Jill and Bruce Weisfeld
Jane and Stuart Weitzman
The Westchester Bank
Howard Wolfson
Deborah and Hooman Yaghoobzadeh
Linda and Arnie Yagoda
Ellen David Zeiger

FRIENDS 
$300-$150
Abraham Family
Cecilia Absher and David Katz

Cynthia Adams
Tina and Cliff Adler
Vicki and Roger Adler
Lisa and Jeff Agdern
Louise Albin
Kristen Allan
Robert Anthony
Helen Arnold
Lois Baldwin
Joanna Ball
Marlena and Donald Baraf
Becker/Zimmerman Family
Ginger Benlifer and Ben Romney
Judy and Howard Berkowitz
Ellie and Robert J. Berlin
Ben Bernstein
Leslie and Mark Bluth
Elena Bonifacio
Mickey Branca
Marleen and Martin Brody
Larry Brown
Laura and Doug Brown
Daniel and Stacey Callaway



Louise and Robert Cohen
Susan Cohen and Gary Biale
Regina Colangelo and  
 Adrienne Orbach
Dana and Sunny Jo Comfort
Elaine and Stephen Crane
Cathy Draper
Joseph Ehrlich
Margot T. Elkin
Marlene and Jay Erlebacher
Mary and Robert Everett
Sara and Andrew Feinstein
Michael Finkenbine and Peter Lyons
Elaine Fleck and Max Gaujean
Diana and David Fleischner
Jane and William Foster
Four Winds Hospital
Sheila and Robert Friedland
Monica and Andy Gaines
Elizabeth Genn and Mark Snyder
Herb Ginsburg
Myra and Bart Goldberg
Jennifer and Robert Goldwasser

Lynda and Kazuhiro Gomi
Tal Gozhansky
Ellen and Alan Grad
Melissa Haber
Natalie and Donald Handelman
Eileen and Tom Harte
Amy Heumann
Meredith Adler Hilton
Judith Hochman and Richard Fuchs
Interfaith Caring Community  
 of Greenburgh
Mindy and Ronen Israel
Chereese Jervis-Hill
Michael and Denise Josephs
Gary and Diane Katz
Joan Kent
Leslie and Robert Krasner
Michael and Troi Lefkowitz
Michelle Lenchner
Leslie and Andrew Lester
Amy and David Levere
Margot L. Levinson and  
 John G. Gantz, Jr.

Sheila and Sandy Lewis
Carol Lieberman and Barry Donsky
Alan Liebowitz
Cathi and David Luski 
Kal Maani
Helen Maccarino
Susan Mack
Margaret Mahoney
Holly Malekian
Elyse Mall-Klayman and Barry Klayman
Lena Martino
Pamela and Brad Mattes
Lorraine Mayhew-Hinds
Helen Mazarakis
Karen McBride and David Raffel
Andrea and Thomas G. Mendell
Michelle and Seth Metsch
Esther and Mark Mildner
Susan Miller and Howard Poster
Leslie and Paul Miskovitz
Anne and Michael Moretti
Idrani and Humadri Mukherjee
Laura Oppenheim



*This list reflects contributions to Student Advocacy from Aug. 1, 2018 – July 31, 2019, excluding those who give anonymously. Names have been listed alphabetically 
in categories by cumulative giving during this time frame. Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and integrity of the list, but there may be inadvertent errors. 
We apologize for any mistakes in recognition. If your name has been omitted or misprinted, please notify Jamie Stone at jstone@studentadvocacy.net or 914.347.7039 x122

Nancy and Andrew Papandreadis
Ruth and Sam Perelson
Frank Perez
Patricia and Timothy Perini
Bettye H. Perkins
Marjorie and Harry Phillips
Karol and Pablo Pick
Rachel and Kenneth Rader
Leslie and Andy Rafal
Angela A. Ranellone
Angela and Gary Retelny
Wendy and Rory Rosegarten
Eugenie Rosen
Susan and Seth Ross
Geri and Mike Rubenstein
Dianne Santino
Barbara Schiff
Jacqueline Kay Schlosser
Debbie Schuster and Mark Buonagurio
Tami and Sergio Schwartzman

Alicia and Ray Scott
Judy and Kenneth Seslowe
Nina and Joseph Shenker
Liam and Mary Sherlock
Stephanie and David Simon
Terri Simon and Eric Levine
Cecile D. Singer
Sherri and Ira Soloman
Lauren Spitzer
Betsy and Walter Stern
Mona and Arthur Swanson
Bryna Sweedler
Lisa Syron and George Riggs
Dolores Thompson
Alexis and Louis Ventre
Karen Wagner and Jason Faller
Helene Walisever
Jennifer and Howard Weinberg
Ellen and Peter Weintraub
Nancy and Ned Weiser

Sarah and Adam Weiss
Lauren and Jeffrey Wertheim
Kate Wetchler
Pam and Bruce Wexler
Karin and Jeroen Wildeman
Geri and David Wolf
Elise Workman
Kira and Paul Young
Deborah and Marc Zionts

84.6% OF THE 
FAMILIES DIRECTLY 
SERVED LIVE IN 
POVERTY. FOR 
EXAMPLE, A FAMILY 
OF FOUR WOULD  
HAVE AN INCOME  
OF $62,000 OR LESS



Lisa Syron, Executive Director
Adrienne Vogel, Director of Philanthropy
Stefanie Shabman, Esq., Legal Director
Senior Education Advocate: 
  Carole Boccumini, Esq.
Education Advocates:
  Judith Callan, Esq.
  Janine Montoni, Esq.
  Edith Rosenbaum, Esq.
  Meryl Rosenblatt, Esq.
  Alana Steinberg, Esq.
  Maria Suchy-Kozak
  Alan Liebowitz, Esq.
Margaret Quinlan, Advocate Associate
Jamie Stone, Development Associate
Zachary Rozenblat, IT & Data Associate
Lois Solomon-Neal, Administrative Assistant
2018-2019 Interns: 

Gillian Hand
   Hayley Kutcher
   Michelle Logan
   Julissa Vasquez

STAFF
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Port Chester-Rye

Lakeland 
Somers

Yorktown

Peekskill

Hendrick 
Hudson

Bedford

Katonah-
Lewisboro 

Croton
Harmon

Ossining
Chappaqua

Pleasantville 

Mt. Pleasant

Yonkers City

Mt.
Vernon

ValhallaTarrytown
Public Schools

New Rochelle

Harrison

Rye City

Pelham

Scarsdale

White Plains
PublicIrvington

Dobbs Ferry

Hastings-on-
Hudson

Ardsley

Greenburgh
Central

Eastchester
Tuckahoe

Byram Hills

Mamaroneck

Putnam

Pocantico
Hill

North 
Salem

Greenburgh
Eleven

Greenburgh Graham
Rye Neck

2

12

1

1 Unknown

1

Briarcliff

1
Edgemont

 Manor

1Bronxville

Denotes # of
Students served
Denotes # of
Students served#

WHO ASKS FOR OUR HELP?
(BY COMMUNITY)



Sound Financials: Even with a 7% growth in expenses, 
revenue fully covered this expansion. To ensure financial  
and service stability, and consistent with board approved 
policy, we maintain a cash reserve equivalent to four  
months of expenses.

Strong Investment in Service: The proportionate share  
of revenue invested in service to children rose from  
71% to 72%, reflecting efficiencies achieved through 
improvements to technology and support.

Finances without Service Compromise: The sources of  
our funds ensure a strong, independent voice for children.

Efficient Fundraising: We raise more than five dollars for  
every dollar spent.

Revenue and expenses are reported on our fiscal year,  
from January 1 to December 31. Our audited financial 
report is prepared by Victor J. Cannistra, CPA P.C. A 
copy of our latest report is available online at www.
StudentAdvocacy.net or from the Office of the Attorney 
General, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, NY, NY 10271.

2018 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

2018 
REVENUE
$1,113,812

TOTAL  
EXPENSES

$1,041,261

CONTRIBUTIONS  
& FUNDRAISERS
STATE/COUNTY GRANTS
FOUNDATION &  
CONTRACTS
CLIENT FEES
DONATED SERVICES
INTEREST INCOME

ADVOCACY SERVICE

FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATION



 “John graduated 
successfully. It was a 
wonderful and unforgettable 
moment. Thank you so much 
for your involvement and 
walking me through the 
educational door to seeing 
John strive independently, 
arriving where he is today!”

 “I wanted to thank you  
for your help today, I don’t 
think the meeting would have 
gone as smoothly without you. 
There would have been a lot  
of confusion, uncertainty and 
what ifs, without your  
knowledge and confidence.  
Having you at today’s meeting 
to advocate for Chris helped us 
feel confident in our decision.”

 “I wanted to thank you  
for remaining with Andrea  
and advocating for her.  
She had no one in her court. 
You have made a difference 
in her life.”

3 West Main Street, Suite 212, Elmsford, NY 10523 
914.347.7039     info@studentadvocacy.net     www.StudentAdvocacy.net

YOU MADE THE GIFT.  WE PROVIDED SERVICE. 
SHARE THEIR THANKS.




