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STUDENT ADVOCACY

Dear Friends,

As we reflect upon the past several years, the Board, staff and students and families whom 
we serve at Student Advocacy are grateful for your steadfast support. Our organization has 
remained committed to protecting and advancing the educational rights of all students, 
especially those with disabilities and those who have experienced adversity in their young lives.
 
We are proud to present our Impact Report for the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 school years. 
It describes what we have accomplished together, the incredible progress we have made in 
helping students obtain educational services, and the growth of our organization. This evolution 
was led by Jill Bernstein, our immediate past President. We thank Jill for everything that she has 
helped Student Advocacy accomplish. 

PURPOSE. We are the only non-profit organization in our region whose mission is exclusively 
devoted to providing legal representation on education issues to families from low income and 
immigrant backgrounds. We are the gateway to educational attainment for the students with 
whom we work, many who have been historically marginalized because of disabilities, race, 
ethnicity, immigrant status, sexual orientation, gender identity, interaction with the child welfare 
and juvenile justice systems, and more. 

When students receive the educational resources and accommodations they need to overcome 
learning and other challenges, staff observe the following positive outcomes:
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self-confidence  
and belief in their  

ability to learn

interest in  
academics and  
related school 

activities

ability to transform 
challenges into life 
lessons that can be 
applied to future 

endeavors

knowledge about 
educational rights, 

supports and services  
and how to effectively  
self-advocate for them

INCREASE IN



PARTNERSHIP. We are stronger and more effective when we work together toward a common 
goal. It is the strength of the partnership we share with each of you – friends, supporters, 
business and non-profit leaders, government officials, and school personnel - that makes it 
possible for our team of attorneys and advocates to help students obtain the education supports 
and services they need to have a successful school experience. 

PROGRESS. Our strategic expansion has enhanced our community outreach, increased our 
financial resources, and diversified our programs and services to better meet the needs of children 
and youth who struggle academically, socially, and emotionally. During this time, our team:

• provided legal representation for over 1000 students in Westchester  
and Putnam Counties at no cost to 98% of these families 

• successfully obtained educational services that were appropriate for the  
unique learning needs of the students in 95% of closed cases 

• expanded outreach to students in grades Pre-K – 5 who now comprise close  
to 50% of our student population, making it possible to reach children earlier  
in their educational journeys when interventions can have a greater and longer 
lasting impact 

PURPOSE, PARTNERSHIP, PROGRESS are our core values. Because of you, we have been able 
to make a significant impact on the life trajectory of students who receive our services. We are 
grateful to each of you for helping us to ensure that students with disabilities and those who 
have experienced adversity not only have equal access to education, but have every opportunity 
and resource they need to succeed and thrive. 

Thank you for being partners with us on this journey.

With sincere appreciation,

Diane Rosenthal   Karen Blumenthal
Executive Director   Board Chair (or President)
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STUDENT ADVOCACY PROTECTS 
and ADVANCES students’ educational 
rights by providing LEGAL 
REPRESENTATION and counsel to 
ensure equity and access to school.

WE BELIEVE THAT ALL YOUTH 
can realize their POTENTIAL if they 
have EQUAL ACCESS to educational 
resources and opportunities and 
can learn in a SAFE and SECURE 
ENVIRONMENT.

1000+
STUDENTS SERVED

of closed cases result in obtaining 
improved school services that  
meet students’ academic,  
social and emotional needs

95%

O U R  M I S S I O N

O U R  V I S I O N

68% male; 32% female

88% from historically 
underrepresented 
communities

83% attend school in districts where 50% or more of the 
population is identified as economically disadvantaged

78% with special education 
related needs (Westchester 
County: 17% identified as 
students with disabilities )

70% of students are  
in grades Pre-K – 8

of familes receive legal  
representation & counsel  
at no cost

98%

Community Impact:

Outcomes:

(represents combined student total for school years 7/1/21- 6/30/22 and 7/1/22 – 6/30/23)

STUDENT ADVOCACY
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But not everyone learns in the same way. For four 
decades, Student Advocacy has been the only organization in 
Westchester and Putnam Counties whose work and mission are 
exclusively devoted to providing legal representation on education 
matters at no cost to families with limited resources.

Student Advocacy works with each child and their family to 
understand the issues that are coming between the child and 
their ability to learn. We then make recommendations to school 
personnel for resources and interventions that address the needs of 
the whole child, academically, socially, emotionally and at home. 

We are focused on helping guide families on how they can 
identify and address the challenges their children are facing 
at school. From being at risk of failing or dropping out, to not 
having the adequate support they require for their behavioral 
or learning disability, we advocate for children to receive the 
services they are legally entitled to so they can make progress 
with their education, move forward in life, and thrive. 

Without our services many families would be unable to obtain legal 
counsel to represent their children on special education related 
matters. Our team is committed to ensuring that every student who 
seeks our services receives expert guidance from an attorney or 
education advocate.

Education transforms lives. Student Advocacy turns hope into 
promise so every child can achieve their full potential  
and receive the services they need to succeed in the best 
possible environment. 

STUDENT ADVOCACY MAKES  
A DIFFERENCE.
Our team is committed to ensuring that every student 
who seeks our services receives expert guidance from  
an attorney or education advocate.

Any Westchester or Putnam County  
student enrolled in a public school in 
grades Pre-k through high school who  
is struggling academically, socially,  
emotionally or has a learning or physical 
disability is entitled to assistance

We work with families to guide  
them in helping their child receive  
the assistance they require to attend  
school and progress in their education

We educate families about their child’s 
education rights and how to advocate 
for them

We ensure that all children classified 
with a disability and those that face 
learning challenges receive a free  
appropriate public education

We advocate for children to receive  
the educational services that they are 
legally entitled to 

1

5

3

2

4

Children are born
ready to learn
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Students from Pre-K through high school can experience 
academic, social, or emotional challenges that impact the 
progress they make with learning. Many of the students we 
represent have been marginalized because of disabilities, race, 
ethnicity, immigrant status, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
interaction with the child welfare and juvenile justice systems, 
mental health issues and more. Student Advocacy supports 

and advocates for all students who are excluded from school or 
denied services that would enable them to learn and eventually 
graduate. We help families navigate the complexities of 
the special education system so that they may obtain the 
educational supports and services their children need to gain 
confidence in their abilities and fulfill their potential.

Challenges our students  
experience

STUDENT ADVOCACY

ADDITIONAL 
MATTERS:

TRANSPORTATION
TO & FROM 

SCHOOL

DISCIPLINARY  
MATTERS &  
SUSPENSIONS 
FROM SCHOOL

FOSTER  
CARE

DISABILITIES 

RESIDENCY  
& SCHOOL  

REGISTRATION

ACADEMIC
FAILURE 

JUVENILE  
JUSTICE

MENTAL  
HEALTH

ATTENDANCE
ISSUES &
SCHOOL  
REFUSAL

78% OF OUR 78% OF OUR 
CLIENTS CLIENTS SEEK  SEEK  
OUR SERVICES  OUR SERVICES  
FOR FOR SPECIAL SPECIAL 
EDUCATION EDUCATION 
RELATED  RELATED  
MATTERSMATTERS
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With the help of our advocacy services, students can 
obtain the educational supports and services to which they 
are legally entitled, attend school in a safe and secure learning 
environment, achieve success, and fulfill their potential.

Our students’ achievements include:
• Developing the social skills needed to form positive 

relationships inside and outside of school
• Participating in school and community activities
• Engaging in healthier lifestyle behaviors
• Remaining in school and graduating
• Acquiring the skills needed to enter the workforce
• Expanding career options

Every child has 
the right to thrive
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Helping Jeanna transition  
into high school and succeed
Jeanna, an energetic 8th grader with language delays 
and physical disabilities, had attended a small school since first 
grade. Jeanna’s mother contacted Student Advocacy when it 
became necessary to plan Jeanna’s transition into high school. 
She wanted the right school with the specialized supports 
and services that Jeanna needed to thrive. She was, however, 
uncertain about whether it should be a small or larger school 
environment. That’s where Student Advocacy stepped in to 
provide guidance.

Upon recommendation from the Student Advocacy attorney, 
new evaluations were conducted. After reviewing the 
evaluations, our attorney advised the family to consider 
the larger high school in Jeanna’s home district as it had all 
the resources she needed including speech, language and 
occupational therapy, social skills classes, and counseling. 

As a result of our advocacy, Jeanna arrived at her new school 
eager to learn with the appropriate supports and services 
in place. Jeanna’s mom reports that since changing schools, 
Jeanna’s confidence and communication skills have improved 
and because she is in her home district, she now has friends in 
her community. Most importantly, Jeanna is receiving guidance 
to help her plan her future and is excited about her life beyond 
high school. She feels positive, assured, and prepared. •

“Thank you for being  
the voice for our 

daughter. Because of 
that, we now  

have the appropriate 
educational services  

for Jeanna.”

C A S E  S T U D Y
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Supporting Vincent’s  
reading journey

Vincent struggled with reading throughout kindergarten 
and first grade. Even though he had an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP), he was not making progress. His mother wasn’t quite sure 
what to do after she had received conflicting opinions about 
her son’s legal educational entitlements. Her primary questions 
were, what was preventing Vincent from learning to read and 
how could he receive the help he needed? 

Vincent’s mother contacted Student Advocacy for guidance. 
Her attorney advised that the school district where Vincent 
is a resident is obligated to deliver a free appropriate public 

education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) so 
Vincent could make progress towards his IEP goals. She also 
recommended that his mother request that the school district 
conduct new evaluations.

Vincent’s mother agreed with the attorney. She requested the 
Committee on Special Education (CSE) to convene a Program 
Review. Based upon these new evaluations, the attorney 
recommended to the CSE that Vincent required individualized, 
one-to-one reading instruction provided by a reading specialist. 
With the help of our advocacy and the new set of evaluations, 
the CSE approved all the requests and Vincent was finally going 
to receive the services to which he was legally entitled. Vincent’s 
mother was grateful for our attorney’s guidance and knowledge. •

“You truly care about our children.  
We are so happy that Vincent is reading.  

He even has a few favorite books.  
Thank you for going above and beyond!” 
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Supporting Vincent’s  
reading journey

Forging a future filled with 
opportunity for Denise
Denise is a determined young woman, who, beginning 
in kindergarten, was incorrectly placed in life skills classes 
even though she was capable of learning at a higher level. By 
the time she was in middle school, Denise was losing interest 
in school, and her mom began to suspect that she was not in 
an educational setting that matched her potential. When her 
mom sought assistance from Student Advocacy, Denise was 
significantly behind in reading, writing and math.

Once our attorney began working with Denise and her mom, 
she requested a new set of evaluations from the school district. 
As a result, it was determined that Denise had been misplaced 
and could learn at a much higher level. A meeting of the 
Committee on Special Education was convened, and Denise 
was moved from her life skills classes to classes where she 
would be learning alongside students who were on track  
to graduate with a Regents Diploma. Additional 
accommodations were also offered to ensure she would be 
successful in her new placement. 

According to Denise’s mom, “Equipped with a new education 
plan, and through sheer grit and determination, Denise has 
forged a new path for herself. She is involved in the Honors 
Society Club, working at a local day care center, and taking 
ballet lessons.” And most importantly, Denise graduated 

high school this past spring with a Regents Diploma. She is 
now attending college and envisions her future career as an 
occupational therapist, helping other children with disabilities. •
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The list below represents  
combined contributions  
from January 2021 –  
December 2022. 

$300,000+
Westchester County Youth Bureau

$100,000 - $299,999
The Jandon Foundation
Arlene and Reuben Mark
Beth and Dr. David E. Shaw

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous (3)
Jill and Rob Bernstein
M.J. and Caral G. Lebworth 
 Foundation
NYS Office for People with  
 Developmental Disabilities
Ally and Richard Rosenberg
Westchester County 
 Department of Probation

$30,000 - $49,999
Karen and David Blumenthal
The Children’s Village
Loretta and Victor Kaufman
Robert Menschel*

St. Faith’s House Foundation
The Westchester County Office  
 of Economic Development

$10,000 - $29,999
Anonymous (2)
Eugenia and David Ames
Elyse and Lawrence Benenson
John G. Coumantaros
Sophie Coumantaros
Joan Damson
Ned Dewees
Gail and Larry Dobosh
Eric J. Gleacher
Goldfarb Properties
Robert Goldfein
Marina P. and Stephen E. Kaufman
Carolyn and Bill Kay
Carol Kekst
Jeanne Kennedy
John Khoury
Marcy and Henry Klein
Ilda and Chuck* Lee
Sandy and Edward* Meyer
Tracy and Michael Nathanson
PCSB Bank
The Pelz Foundation
The Research Foundation  
 for SUNY

William R. Rhodes Global  
 Advisors, LLC
Ray Roberge and 
 George Barvinchak
Susan and Elihu Rose
Elana and Peter Rothschild
The Schleifer Family Foundation
The Soloviev Foundation
The Philip and 
 Lynn Straus Foundation
Karen and Robert Sywolski
United Way of Westchester  
 and Putnam
Dr. Helene Walisever

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Richard Abbe
Lucille and Rob Accetta
Gerry and Hank Alpert
Jutta* and Dr. Frederick Benenson
Dixon Boardman
John Calicchio*
Carole and Ron Chaimowitz
Grace and Dr. Ben Choi
Israel Englander
Debra Goldfarb and 
 Michael Fischman
Kathy and Richard Fuld
Suzanne and John Golden
Susan and Jeff Goldenberg
Roberta and Harvey Golub
Lindsey and Gabe Hakim
Caroline Whitton and 
 Nick Hammerschlag
Diane and Razy Hirschberg
Ruth and Sidney Lapidus
Judy and Leonard Lauder Fund
Martha Berman-Lipp and 
 Robert Lipp

Mariner Foundation
Joanne and Michael Masin
Dr. Lindsay McGuire
Joanne Ruckel and William Potter
Diane Rosenthal and Mark Deitch
Carol Rothschild
Phyllis and Ivan Seidenberg
The Seidenberg Family  
 Foundation, Inc.
Holly and David Sherr
Ann and Richard Solomon
Ann and Andrew Tisch
Jane Toll
Sally Strauss and Andrew Tomback
Adrienne Levin and Ron Weiner
Westchester Library System OAOS
Linda and Benjamin Wetchler
Mike Zupon

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)
The Abbe Berman Foundation
Nancy and Howard Adler
Jane Becker and Tim Adler
Ellen Adler
African American Men of  
 Westchester, Inc.
Linda and Dennis Angel
Nina Appel
Dr. Lois Baldwin
Joan and Jeffrey Barist
Pia and Mike Bauer
Renee and Robert Belfer
Rachel and David Berkey
Jane and Henry Berliss
Audrey Bernstein
Dr. Brenda Berry and 
 Jonathan Lopatin
Marian and David Bicks

Thank you to our donors
Because of your generosity, many more children can access the 
educational resources they need to gain confidence, remain in 
school, and envision a future filled with hope and opportunity. 
Thank you for your dedication, support, and belief in the power 
of education to transform lives.
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Tracy and Ted Birkhahn
Mariquita Blumberg
Dr. Jill Blumenthal and 
 Shawn Kessler
Hayley and Michael Blumenthal
Betsy and Nathaniel Bohrer
Adrianne and Philip Bonifacio
Kathryn and James Brandt
Marleen and Martin Brody
John Bult
Frannie and Gordon Burns
Zoe Kolpen and 
 Dr. Michael Cantor
Leslie Cecil and 
 J. Creighton Michael
Libby and Dr. Richard Cohen
Betsy Cohn
Sunny Jo and Dana Comfort
Ellie and Edgar M. Cullman, Jr.
Dr. Jack Dodick
Matt Dupuis
Michaelene Durst
Rebecca and Martin Eisenberg
Audrey and Jeff Elliott
Liz and Scott Evans
Barbara Fastenberg and 
 Richard Brescia
Bambi and Roger Felberbaum
Janice and Charlie Feldman
Michael Finkenbine and 
 Peter Lyons
Meira Fleisch
Anne and Christopher Flowers
Jane and William Foster
Fuirst Household
Levitt-Fuirst Associates LTD
Lauren and Daniel Furstenberg
Ellen and Moshe Gelboim
Susan and Adam Gilbert

Irene and Martin Ginsberg
Jayne Lipman and Bob Goodman
Yvette and Larry Gralla
Hillary Mandel and 
 David Greenstein
Jennifer and Bud Gruenberg
Nina Gustin
The Hammerman and 
 Fisch Foundation
Lynne and Mark Hammerschlag
Jane and Robert Harrison
Rosemary Berkery and 
 Robert Hausen
Barbara Morgen and Eric Hemel
Jody and Emil Henry
Elizabeth and Steven Hirsch
Zachary Hirschberg
Bonnie Hodes
Laurie Lindenbaum and 
 Robert Horne
Barbara and Dr. Lawrence Inra
Ellen and Joseph Kaidanow
Roz and Gary Karlitz
Debbie Karp
Loryn and Michael Kass
Darcy and Dr. Richard Katz
Dana and Joseph Kekst
Dr. Nancy Kemeny and 
 Dr. Dan Libby
Barbara and Steve Kessler
Penney and Gerry Klingman
Abbe and Dan Klores
Dr. Mari Inagami and 
 Ananth Krishnamurphy
Lois Kroll
Dr. Barbara and Howard Kutcher
Nancy and Jeffrey Lane
Sally and Jim Lang
Laura and Roger Lavan

Leah Lenney
Drs. Marianne and Lawrence Levin
Marylin and Arthur Levitt
Johanna Lewis
Elfriede Lewnowski
Genette and Bruce Lieb
MandT Bank
Francie and Mark Malina
Bernice Manocherian
Helen and Charles Marino
Susan and Morris Mark
Rena Krasnow and 
 Dr. Robert Marx
Carla and Robert Masters
Dr. Brenda McGowan and  
 Dr. Elaine Walsh
Robin and Alan Meister
Thomas G. and 
 Andrea Mendell Foundation
Tara and Victor Menezes
Carol and Steve Mermey
Metropolitan Risk Advisory
Esther and Mark Mildner
Amy Minnick and Roy Lapidus
Student Assistance Services
Susan and Andrew Morris
Iris and Andy Morse
Nicole and Michael Moser
Caroline and Gerry Murray
Lauren and Craig Nossel
Joan and Lucio Noto
Janet and Kenny Nova
Lynne O’Brien
Lucy and Steven Oppenheim
Dr. Debbie Palmer and 
 Sergio Biagioni
Pam Farkus and Andrew Paul
Dr. Bettye H. Perkins
Joan and Joel Picket

Nina Pickett
Lisa and Phil Pine
Dr. Mary Lake Polan and 
 Frank Bennack Jr.
Jean Pollak
Dennis Poster*
Andrea and Andrew Potash
Katherine Pringle
Sue and Lewis Rapaport
Lindy Shuttleworth and 
 Arthur Reichstetter
Angela and Gary Retelny
Charles Rose
Eugenie and Brian Rosenthal
Suzanne and Victor Rosenzweig
Laura and James Ross
Carol and Sandy Ross
Laurie and Eric Roth
Debbie and Jeff Rothschild
Tom Ruskin and Donna Vitale
Evelyn and Andy Sadler
Bill and Aileen Schecter
Dawn Ivy Schindelman
Merril Wasserman and Joe Serling
Jill and Robert Serling
Chirag Shah
Anna Marie and Robert F. Shapiro
Tracy and Larry Shar
Natalie and Howard Shawn
Evan Sheinberg
Shmerler Family
Fiona and Steven Silver
Silverman Realty Group Inc.
Daisy Soros
Lauren Sorrel
Allison and Kevin Stahl
Alana and Michael Steinberg
Jane and James Stern
Miriam and Howard Stern
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Mary Elizabeth and 
 David M. C. Stern
Susan and Dr. Jeremy Stone 
Nancy and Jim Stricker
Elizabeth and Mayo Stuntz
Nicki and Harold Tanner
Rica Tarnoff
Albert Vaysbukh
Karen and Dr. Diodato Villamena
Kim and David Wagman
Emily and Daniel Waldman
Amy and Jim Walsh
Kathleen Walsh and Gene Bernstein
Stephanie and Ernie Wechsler
Susan and Bob Wei
Jill and Bruce Weisfeld
Westchester Women’s Bar  
 Association
Patricia D. White
Lindsey Willis
Dr. Katherine Scoville and  
 John Wilson
Katherine Wolf and Susan Mindell
Dr. Jyothsna Karlapalem and
 Rajeev Wudali
Dr. Deborah Melincoff and  
 Dr. Hooman Yaghoobzadeh
Carol and Lawrence Zicklin

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Cynthia Adams
Robert Anthony
Stanley Arkin
Helen Arnold
Margery Arsham
Diana and Henry Asher
Patricia Becker
Lynne and Bill Bermont

Jorge Bermudez
Drs. Lori and Brett Bernstein
Carly Bluth and Ben Bernstein
Beth and Danny Bernstein
Renee Blumenthal
Leslie and Dr. Mark Bluth
Gerry and Dr. Barry Brause
Linda and Arthur Carter
Jodi and Ryan Cascade
Sunny Cheong
Sheila and Irwin Cohen
Stanley Cohen
William Cox
The Digital Arts Experience Inc.
Aro Edwers
Dianne and Scott Einhorn
Hillary and Todd Emmerman
Mary and Robert Everett
Tina and Raymond Falci
Robin and Steven Falkoff
Fearon Family
Sara and Andrew Feinstein
Judith Ferraro and Paul Kaliades
Linda and Jonathan Flaxer
Ellen Gaies and Dan Schrager
Gail and Dr. Roy Geronemus
Bradley and Sunny Goldberg
Ron Goldstock and Judi Friedman
Kate Grossman and Peter Fidler
Janet Gutterman
Jeffrey Haber
Ros and Stan Hack
Lauren Halperin
Jane and Lowen Hankin
Dr. Randy Stevens and 
 David Henkoff
Dr. Iris and Judd Henry

Dr. Judith Hochman and 
 Dr. Richard Fuchs
Matthew Hyland
Ronald I. Jacobson, M.D.
Chereese Jervis-Hill
Rita Jirak and 
 Jacqui Aquilino-Jirak
Wendy and Martin Kaplan
Gail Kittenplan
Elyse Mall-Klayman and  
 Barry Klayman
Phyllis Klein
Lois Kohn-Claar and Gary Claar
Lynn and Jules Kroll
Lori and Rick Landgarten
Michele Landry
Amy and Craig Lemle
Amy and David Levere
Susan Ennis and Dr. Owen Lewis
Catherine Maas
Maier Markey and Justic LLP
Thomas Mark and 
 Amyjane Rettew
Cookie and Harris Markhoff
Helen and Thanassis Mazarakis
David Raffel and Karen McBride
Kelly and Peter McKinley
Cora Miles
Ann Miller
JoAnn and Steve Month
Maureen and Dennis Mourry
Indrani and Himadri Mukherjee
Drs. Rhoda and David Narins
Liza Newman
Karol and Pablo Pick
Katherine Quinn
Rachel and Kenneth Rader
Regeneron
Stephanie and Peter Reiner

Lori Richards
Isabel and Thomas Roche
Barrie Rosen
Edith Rosenbaum
Ted Rosenzweig
Susan and Seth Ross
Alan Roth
Dr. Jane Salmon and  
 Dr. Jerry Gliklich
Dianne Santino
Conrad Scharf
Dafna and Dr. Michael Schmerin
Nancy and Ted Schwartz
Tami and Dr. Sergio Schwartzman
Joanna Segal
Geri and Dr. Herb Shapiro
Nina and Joseph Shenker
Mindy and Steven Shulman
Michele and Andrew Silberstein
Steve Silva and Kristin Lemkau
Suellen and Howard Singer
Betty Smith
Carol Sole and James Levy
Sydney and Jonathan Stern
Elizabeth Stern
Judy and Jack Stern
Susan and Andy Stillman
Ruth and Andrew Suzman
Stephanie Tessler
Dolores Thompson
Sylvana Trabout and Letitia Coburn
Alexis and Louis Ventre
Karen Wagner and Dr. Jason Faller
Stephanie and Alan Wagner
Dr. Sharon Wardlaw
Marty and Bonnie Wasser
Patti and David Watkins
Linda and Dr. Jim Weisberger
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Anne and Dr. Steven Weisholtz
Weiss Family
Jane and Stuart Weitzman
Alice Tenney and Budd Wiesenberg
Linda and Dr. Arnold Yagoda
Karen Zachem
Lynn and Nick Zerbib
Wendy Zimmerman and  
 Stephen Cutler

$100 - $499
Anonymous (9)
Vicki and Roger Adler
Tina and Cliff Adler
Brenda Haas and Richard Albert
Louise Albin
Nancy and John Alderman
Arlene and Robert Alin
Shirley and Robert Allen
Jeannine Angiolillo
Patricia and James Angley
Renee Ascher
Brian Babiak
Janice and Louis Bader
Joanne Diamond Bass
Gail and Jeffrey Bayer
Becker Family
Judy and Brian Bedol
Ruth Raisfeld and 
 Leonard Benowich
Elli and Howard Berg
Felice and Shelley Bergman
Ellie and Robert J. Berlin, M.D.
Karen Klein Berman
Frank Berman
Emma Bernstein
Peggy and Nat Bernstein
Sophie Bernstein

Linda and Dr. Alan Bernstein
Jane and Rick Bernstein
Steve Blacher
Doris and Ira Block
Blue Woods Management Group
Eileen Vass and Robert Blumenthal
Stephanie and Dr. Mark Blumenthal
Jay Blumenthal
Michael Blumstein
Ellen and William Blumstein
Michael P. Boatman and 
 Myrna Forney
Vincent Boccumini
Loren and Curtis Bohlen
Geri and Steve Borkan
Lisa and Matt Boxer
Michele Braun
Nancy and Stephen Brenner
Drs. Jennifer and Bruce Brovender
Brentin Brown-Bullock
Richard Brunton
Dana Bryant
Cheryl Bunzel
Ann and Herbert Burger
Sara and Patrick Carr
Denise Chin and Neil Johnson
Progressive Computing
Debbie and Bruce Clark
Ann Marie Clarke
Lisa and Steve Cohen
David and Susan Cohen
Marci and Jeremy Cohen
Wendy and Michael Cohen
Nancy and Lee Corbin
Renee and Jack Cuneo
Anna and Greg Cuneo
Nancy and Steve Cuppek
Lisa Dabrow

Courtney Dadas and Erik Silver
Ellen David Zeiger
Lia and Joe Del Toro
Mary Heath and Eric Dobosh
Sara Dobosh and Eric Morgenstern
Leslie Dorman
Cathy Draper
Susan and James Dubin
Ina and John Duffy
Anika and James Dzwilewski
André Early
Maria and Norman Edelson
Jenny Edson and Randy Cohen
Kathy Eisberg
Daryl Eisenberg
Margot T. Elkin
Robin Elkowitz
Drs. Sylvia and Stanley Epstein
Alan Epstein and Yvonne Tropp
Marlene and Dr. Jay Erlebacher
Iris and Dr. John Estabrook
Caroline and Scott Fairchild
Carol and Ian Feldman
Tammy Fine
Isabel and Dr. Jonathan Finegold
Diana and David Fleischner
Dr. Megan Flynn
Keryn and Howard Frankel
Randi and Robert Freedman
Lou Freeman and Jane Rosenberg
William and Laurie Fried
Patti and Alan Friedman
Marlene Furtick
Margot L. Levinson and 
 John G. Gantz, Jr.
Max Gaujean and Elaine Fleck
Dr. Susan Gerbino
Agathy Gerkis

Suzanne Gerla
Maureen and Myles Gilbert
Lauren and Scott Gilbert
Leanne Gilhooley
Janice Gilligan
Barbara Ginsberg
Dr. Herb Ginsburg
Ariane and Jeff Gittleman
Brent Glass and Cathryn Keller
Janet and Sandy Gold
Gerry and Irwin Goldberg
Myra and Bart Goldberg
Michael and Jill Goldberg
Ellen Goldin
Dr. Jennifer and Robert Goldwasser
Lynda and Kazuhiro Gomi
Robert and Laurie Gottlieb
Helene and Richard Gray
Jessica Greenawalt
Cora Greenberg
Ileen and Russell Greenberg
Kathleen Halas
Natalie and Donald Handelman
Robin and Dr. Ira Handschuh
Lottie and Conrad Harris
Dr. Catherine Hart
Ellen and Michael Hefter
Ronne and Donald Hess
Amy Heumann
Meredith Adler Hilton
Ivanna and Volodymyr Hnativ
Dana and Michael Hokin
Barbara and Robert Holland
Eugene Howell
Cheryl Hunter-Grant
Linda Huntington
Terry and Jeffrey Hurwitz
Carla Ifrah
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Interfaith Caring Community  
 of Greenburgh
Linda and Dr. Mitchell Jacobson
Dr. Brian Jacobson and 
 David Rosenberg
Erika Jaeger
Tracy and Marc Jaffe
Denise and Michael Josephs
Judd Kahn
Sandy and Dr. Andrew Kaplan
Nancy Kaplan
Lorrie and Lawrence Karam
Mary Jane and Tom Karger
Nancy and Stephen Karotkin
Susyn Kaufman
Stephen Kaufman
Joseph Kaufman and Janet Korins
Diane Keller
Drs. Diann and Damyn Kelly
Christie and Joseph Kennedy
Dr. Joan Kent
Lara and Chris Kessler
Margaret Kessler
Ronnie and Ira Kessler
Annie Kibrick
Susan and Lee Kinnally
Eileen and Neil Klar
Bettina and Michael Klein
Judith and Lawrence Klein
Elizabeth T. Kloner, Ph.D.
Ruth Kohn
Jorie Kontos
Leslie and Dr. Robert Krasner
Judith Krassner
Bernadette Kriftcher
Dr. Sheree Krigsman and  
 Dr. Richard Magill
Amy Kriss

Wendie and Bud Kroll
Carol and Dr. Steven Kushnick
La Branche Family
Allison Lake
Ellen and Richard Lask
Dan Schuchat and Lori Laubich
Garry Leavy
Carol and Ira Lederman
Troi and Michael Lefkowitz
Sue Lerich-Gersten
Dana and Alan Lestz
Faye and Dr. Robert Levin
Eric Levine and Terri Simon
Michelle and Andrew Levine
Ellen and David Levy
Sheila and Sandy Lewis
Alan Liebowitz
Ruth Lindenbaum
Sandy and Karen Loewentheil
Dr. Joshua Logan
Ilyssa Londa
Lourdes Long
Mona Longman
Donna and Dr. Mark Loo
Joaquin Lorenzo and 
 Toni Ullman-Lorenzo
Rachel LovellFord
Jean and Joseph Lucasey
Jane and Dr. Thomas Lundy
Ellen Lynch and Dennis Morrissey
Marie and John Magliano
Margaret Mahoney
Vivian and Dr. Elias Mamberg
Nancy and Lawrence Marcus
Andrea and Fred Marcusa
Marjorie Margolis
Paul Marini
Avra Mark

Linda Markowitz
Suzy Mascitelli
Lauren and Richard Maybaum
Claire Mayer
Maria McGinty
Brett and Sharon Mehlman
Cecilia Mesh
Michele and Seth Metsch
Margot and Daniel Milberg
Leslie and Dr. Paul Miskovitz
Jean and Alex Mitrakos
Erland Modesto
Anne and Michael Moretti
Michelle Morgan Harrison
Candy Morris
Carol Morse*
Keldric Mosley
Marge and Dr. Ken Moss
Amy Nadasdi
Deardre Nadel
Debbie Nathanson
Susie Newman
Jamie Niemie
Drs. Meryl and Jim Orlando
Joan and Eddie Osswalt
Virginia and Joe Paretti
Julie and David P. Passman
Jessica Patel
Faye and Dr. Ernst Paul
Stephanie Peled
Patricia and Timothy Perini
Marjorie and Harry Phillips
Linda and Seth Plattus
Robin and Ted Plonsker
Alessandra Pulit
Heidi and Martin Purzak
Ellen Rabina
Angela A. Ranellone

Marvin Rappaport
Stephanie and Dr. Jon Reckler
Theresa Reeves-Simpson
Madeline Renny
Patti Richards
Elisa Strauss and Marc Ricks
Robert and Nancy Rieger
Andrea and Dr. Calvin Roberts
Sandy Mayer and Jimmy Roberts
Wendy and Rory Rosegarten
Ann and Dr. Michael Rosen
Joan and Seth Rosen
Eugenie Rosen
Jennifer Rosenbaum and  
 Dr. David Herman
Helen Rosenberg
Stern/Rosenblatt Family
Evelyn Rosenthal and  
 Dr. Joel Lincoln
Sandie Rothschild
Valerie and Kevin Ryan
Maryellen Saenger
Judy and Kenneth Sagat
Nadia Saldanha
Cynthia and Marc Samwick
Dr. Eileen Santiago
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Albert Sarnoff
Andrea Mia Francesca  
 Saturno-Sanjana
Cindy and Steve Savner
Najwa Sayegh
Linda Schapiro
Barbara and Jared Scharf
Barbara Schiff
Jacqueline Kay Schlosser
Elizabeth Schutt
Susan and Alan Schwartz
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Martin Schwartz
Suzanne Seiden
Judy and Dr. Kenneth Seslowe
Ronit Setton
Diane and Fred Shaftman
Pam and Don Shassian
Karen and Sam Shaulson
David and Debbie Shiffman
Shirley and Hymie Shwiel
Margaret and Dr. Barry Slitzky
Margaret and Larry Smith
Lois Solomon
Susan Spencer
Lauren Glotzer and James Stanek
Ben Steinberg
Pamela and John Stockton
Rachel and Seth Stone
Theresa and John Stratta
Amy and Peter Tanenbaum
Joanne Taylor and 
 Clarence Williams
Marge Thrope
Keri and Andrew Topkins
Rabbis Samantha and  
 Andrew Trief
Joyce and Carl Turnipseed
Marilyn and Harris Usdan
Jessica and Justin Wachler
Marcia Wallace*
Allison Wallach
Anat and Roger Warren
Debra and Gerald Waters
Joan and Dr. Carl Weber
Jennifer and Howard Weinberg
Ladd Weinberg
Susan and Alan Weisenberg
Nancy and Ned Weiser

Westchester Jewish  
 Community Services
Jonathan Wetchler and  
 Jean Singer
Dina Wetchler
Arlene Wexler
Laura and Steven Wexler
Elinor and Paul Wharton
Kerry Whelan-Megly
Malik White
Eric Wiggins
Frank Williams Jr.
Geri and Dr. David Wolf
Sandy Roth and Charles Wolf
Carol and Larry Wolfe
Elise and Terry Workman
Nancy and Russell Zelenetz
Becker/Zimmerman Family
Jill Burger and Craig Zuckerman

Up to $99
Anonymous (2)
David Katz and Cecilia Absher
Claire Algaba
JoAnn and Evan Allen
Rachel and Robert Bernstein
Fletcher Burnett
Jane and Abby Cahn
Fulvio Calvi
Noelle and Jaimie Caro
Frank Cassaniti
Tina and John Cerar
Liz Colodny
Michael Corwin
A. Dave
Donna DeCecco
Josh Deitch
Shellese Dixon-Rawls

Anita Dorfman
Judy Ellison
Anne and Mark Ellman
Diana Eppolito
Alicia and Ross Feldman
Jeremy Fischman
James Fischman
Brian Fischman and Kate Kim
Amanda Fitzgerald
Lynda Friedman
Deborah Frishman
Ruth Gastel
Cynthia and Richard Gay
Beth Gelfond
Manika Ghose
Naomi and Dr. Alex Gitterman
Linda Gordon
Wendy Gottlieb
Lori and Stuart Grover
Amelia Haddad
Pastor Carmel Hall
Marilyn Hatch
Rita Hess
Maryann and David Hogan
JoAnn Tuttle and Nicholas Holub
Jill and Rick Hyman
Winn Jewett
Allison Jones
Ted Karagannis
Edward Landry
Pauline Lee
Susan and Barry Lewen
Patty Mackensie
Amy Mashberg
Tanisha and Andre Mason
Tracy and Marc McCarthy
Kim McCracken
Angelique Mena

Alan and Randi Menchel
Beverly Milich
Barbara Miller
Karen and Rob Millman
Audrey and Mark Mlotek
Pachner/Newman Family
Penney and David Parkes
Jody and Robert Rawdin
Ben Romney and Ginger Benlifer
Jennifer Ruiz Blandon
Jodi and Dan Ruzumna
Debbie Schuster and 
 Mark Buonagurio 
Carol Schwartz
Barbara and Paul Schwarz
Barbara and Dr. Frank Sciulli
Brenda Siegel
Karen Patricia Smith
Janice and Ira Starr
Olivia Steinberg
Sue Sylvor
Amy and Andy Tuller
Dr. Adine Usher
Julissa Vasquez
Adrienne Vogel
Adler/Walker Family
Ellen Weisberg
Lisa Wendlinger
Grace Zandarski
Susan and Daniel Ziskin-Ginsberg

 *Donor is deceased
Please excuse any errors or omissions.



STUDENT ADVOCACY

Financials

Total Expenses  
$980,288

Total Expenses  
$1,177,981

Program: 60%

Admin:  
16%

Fundraising:  
24% Program: 62%

Admin: 
19%

Fundraising: 
19%

Government:
28%

Contributions 
& Fundraising: 

70%

Program Revenue:  
1.7%

Investment:  
.3%

Government:
25%

Contributions  
& Fundraising: 

73%

Program Revenue:
1.3%

Investment:
.7%

Total Revenue  
$1,397,200

2021 2022

*Donated services are not included in these charts.
Based on 2021 and 2022 audited financial statements.

Total Revenue 
$1,550,009
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Executive 
Karen Blumenthal 
President

Gail Dobosh 
Vice President

Carolyn Kay 
Vice President

Elana Rothschild 
Secretary

Carole Chaimowitz 
Treasurer

Directors 
Tim Adler 
Brentin Brown-Bullock 
André Early 
Aro Edwers 
Jeanne Kennedy 
Carolina Kupferman 
Dan Kurzner 
Barbara Kutcher 
Melinda McFadden 
William Schecter 
Patricia White 
Rajeev Wudali

 

Student Advocacy Board Of Directors 2024

Staff

Thank you for your visionary leadership.

Diane Rosenthal, Executive Director Stefanie Shabman, Legal Director 

Former Board Members 
(2021- 2023)  
Jill Bernstein, President  
Rachel Berkey 
Debra Goldfarb 
Diane Hirschberg 
Alan Meister 
Tracy Nathanson 
Richard Rosenberg 
Linda Wetchler 

Carole Boccumini, Esq., Education Staff Attorney
Edith Rosenbaum,Esq., Education Staff Attorney
Meryl Rosenblatt, Esq., Education Staff Attorney
Kaylan Sobel, Esq., Education Staff Attorney
Alana Steinberg, Esq., Education Staff Attorney
Maria Suchy-Kozak, Education Advocate

Rocio Solar Dominguez, Legal Assistant
Stephanie Lopez, Program Associate
Zac Rozenblat, IT and Data Manager
Lois Solomon-Neal, Administrative Assistant
Jamie Stone, Development Manager



3 West Main Street, Suite 212
Elmsford, NY 10523

914.347.7039 ext 100
www.studentadvocacy.net


